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President’s Report Inside This Issue:

Greetings from 
Acadiana, it is 
HOT!

Can you 
believe this 
heat? My 
friends, I have 
never seen 
anything like 
it. At the time 
that I am 
writing this, 

the temperature over the last 2 weeks 
has reached 100F or higher all but 
one day. That day was actually 97F, 
so it still deserves an honorable 
mention. Over the last 2 months 
there have been greater than 50 days 
where the temperature was over 95F. 
I have never been more grateful for a 
working air conditioner in my life. I 
know you all feel the same!

For my family, these last two summer 
months have brought with them 
more than just record heat. We had 
a few milestones, and a lot of fun. 
We have been blessed with birthday 
parties, a family trip, first plane 
rides, exciting cases at work, and 
meaningful time with colleagues and 
precious friends. I hope everyone 
reading this has enjoyed their 
summer break and look back on it 
with fond memories.

As fall approaches, I want to take 
time to remind everyone our licenses 
are now up for renewal. Our friends 
at the LBVM have streamlined the 
process for our ease. Don’t forget to 
renew prior to September 30th!

Registration for the Southwest 
Veterinary Symposium is open. 
I really encourage you to attend. 
This year, the conference is in San 
Antonio! My family always has a 
blast visiting the city and exploring 
the local culture. I look forward 
to seeing a massive migration of 
Louisianans descend upon San 
Antonio September 21st. See you on 
the River Walk!

Setting goals and revisiting them 
has long since been important to 
me. The benefits from writing out 
my daily, weekly and longer term 
‘goals and lists’ and revisiting 
them on a regular basis, cannot be 
overstated. There is something about 
focusing your efforts to a specific 
goal and later on experiencing the 
gratification of crossing it off after it 
is accomplished. I sometimes tease 
my husband about his list always 
including things like “wake up.” I 
asked him once, why he did that. His 
reply was “I am starting the day off 
on a positive note. Look - you haven’t 
crossed anything off yet, I am already 

ahead!” There is wisdom in that, and 
while I appreciate it, I still don’t put it 
on my list. Perhaps, I should.
Your LVMA board is gearing up 
to delve in and work together on 
a strategic plan this fall. We are 
working with a seasoned professional 
to guide us through this process. 
More to come!

Before I bid you farewell, I want to 
give a shout out! The Mentorship 
Program and Power of Ten Class 
2023 have both kicked off. A big 
THANK YOU to all of our participants! 
If anyone is interested in finding 
out more about these wonderful 
leadership programs, please, 
contact the LVMA Office for more 
information.

Thank you and warmest regards, 

Kimberly Little, DVM
President, LVMA
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Upcoming Events
Date

Sept. 21 - 24, 2023

Jan. 26 - 28, 2024

Event

SWVS

2024 Winter Meeting

Host

SWVS

LVMA

Location

San Antonio, TX

Shreveport, LA

For More Info

www.swvs.org

www.lvma.org
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Executive Director
Melanie Talley, CAE

Submit articles and advertisements to the 
LVMA office as follows: 

Jan./Feb. Newsletter         January 15th
March/April Newsletter              March 15th
May/June Newsletter                   May 15th
July/Aug. Newsletter                  July 15th
Sept./Oct. Newsletter           September 15th
Nov./Dec. Newsletter          November 15th

Executive Director’s Report
Here we are in August and that means Fall is right around the 
corner. I am certainly looking for some cooler weather and of 
course LSU Football! Fall is an exciting time in the veterinary 
community as well. Our friends at SWVS are anxiously 
looking forward to the 2023 Southwest Veterinary Symposium 
scheduled for September 21-24, 2023 in San Antonio, Texas. 
Registration is open and I encourage you to check out the 
schedule they have lined up for this meeting. Your LVMA Board 
will also be hosting their board meeting along with a strategic 
planning session – we look forward to developing strategy to 
steer a successful future for the LVMA. 

Another fun & exciting event I encourage you all to attend 
is Mike Strain’s Fall Ball at the Old Governor’s Mansion 
on October 19th.  Tickets for the Fall Ball start at $500 per 
couple and are available online at www.mikestrain.org.  
This is a fundraiser for Commissioner Strain who has been 
a key advocate for the veterinarians of Louisiana. I urge 
our members to help pack the room with veterinarians and 
their spouses in support of the strongest voice veterinary 
medicine enjoys in the Louisiana halls of government.  

The schedule for the 2024 Winter Meeting is coming along 
nicely. The conference brochure along with registration will out 
very soon so please be on the lookout for that in the next few 
months! The Winter Meeting will be held January 26-28, 2024 
at the Shreveport Convention Center in Shreveport, LA. 

Stay well and please always feel free to reach out,

Melanie Talley, CAE
Executive Director

Welcome New Members!

KC Ferrazzano
Austin, TX

Tanner Hernandez
Baton Rouge, LA

Douglas D. McInnis
Klamath Falls, OR
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Classifieds
For sale in the Baton Rouge, LA area: Companion animal 
practice, established for 45 years. Includes computers, 
x-ray, IDEXX lab equipment, digital processor, loyal 
clientele, and more. Recently remodeled. Confidential 
inquiries can be made at this address: 
moreinfo2911@gmail.com

FOR SALE: Small animal practice with physical building/
land at great location I-10/Causeway Blvd, Metairie, 
Louisiana. 504-837-8542

SMALL ANIMAL VETERINARIANS:  We would love to 
speak to you about the possibility of employment (P/T 
or F/T).  We are located in North Bossier Parish.  Four 
day work-week (8-5:30) and one Saturday a month.  
NO EMERGENCY or on call duty.  We have in-house 
blood analyzers, digital radiography, ultrasound, 
dental radiography, tonopen, video otoscope, cryopen, 
O2 generator, surgical monitoring, and doppler blood 
pressure.  Our support staff is amazingly competent 
allowing you to spend your time practicing quality 
medicine and surgery.  We have a loyal client base and 
a GROWING clientele.  Competitive Salary ($100K+ 
depending on experience), production %, 401K, 
professional dues, malpractice, medical insurance, CE 
and paid vacation.   Bentonanimal@gmail.com.  318-
965-2371.

2500 square foot, equipped, one or 2 doctor Veterinary 
Hosp for sale near False River, LA. Reception/office 
area, 2 exam rooms, 3 cage bank for hospital cases and 
large procedure area, x-ray dark room and separate 
surgery suite. Laundry room, 5 bank cages, and 5 runs in 
Boarding area,with A/C. Outdoor
horse chute. 1 acre of land with 2 driveways to access the 
back with chute. 

I am retiring, due to family health issues and I’m very 
eager to sell, quickly. For more information, text or leave 
a message at 225-718-2305 or email at drpom2@aol.com. 
You may also call my office number at 225-638-9228. 

Walter J. Ernst, Jr. Veterinary Memorial Foundation

Thanks to the following people, clinics, and all past contributors, the Dr. Walter J. Ernst, Jr. Veterinary 
Memorial Foundation continues to grow. Your continued support will help the Foundation to reach new 

heights. Please Consider a contribution today and encourage your clients to participate in our memorial 
program.

Donations in memory of pets:
“Timothy Gus”, “Heidi”, and “Lady Bells”

Helouin Veterinary Hospital

All donations received will be recognized. Family members will receive a card notifying them of the donation and the 
individual or clinic that made the donation. 
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Veterinary Pracce Health Podcast
A VMAE Podcast Series

The Veterinary Pracce Health podcast is
brought to you by your VMA and the
Veterinary Medical Associaon Execuves
(VMAE). Since 2021, the Veterinary
Pracce Health series has been offered
with the best-in-class presenters to share
insights that inform and inspire veterinary
professionals. This month, your VMA and
VMAE are offering a four-part series of 20-minute podcasts. Thank you for
tuning in and we hope you enjoy the podcast.

Episode 1: Conflict Resoluon
Episode 2: De-escalaon

Episode 3: Various Styles of Conflict Resoluon
Episode 4: W.I.N. Conflict Resoluon

 

LVMA | 8550 United Plaza Blvd. Suite 1001, Baton Rouge, LA 70809

Unsubscribe mtalley@pncpa.com

Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

Sent by office@lvma.org

Search “Veterinary Health Practice Podcast” Wherever You Listen to Podcasts!

Power of 10 Update
Our 2023 Power of 10 Class 

had a great Kick Off Weekend 
August 11-13! Facilitated by Dr. 
Heidi Hulon, Elanco, the 2023 
Class participated in Insights 

training and a session on 
communications!
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The AVMA Trust Association Retirement Plan (ARP) gives your 
employees greater flexibility and more resources to help them 
reach their retirement goals.

Compared to many other plans, the ARP offers employees:

• Higher contribution limits 
• Financial advisor support
• Access to any employer matching contributions you include

Before adopting any plan, sponsors should carefully consider all of the benefits, risks, and costs associated with a plan. Information regarding retirement plans is general and is not intended as 
legal or tax advice. Retirement plans are complex, and the federal and state laws or regulations on which they are based vary for each type of plan and are subject to change. In addition, some 
products, investment vehicles, and services may not be available or appropriate in all workplace retirement plans. Plan sponsors and plan administrators may wish to seek the advice of legal 
counsel or a tax professional to address their specific situations. 
Logos and trademarks are the intellectual property of their respective owners.
RS3 2830315 05/23
© 2023 Transamerica Corporation. All Rights Reserved.

The ARP is easy to adopt and operate. You get cost efficiencies, simplified administration, and reduced 
fiduciary burden compared to a private retirement plan.  

GREAT NEWS FOR LOUISIANA 
PRACTICE OWNERS:

You can give your  
employees the retirement  
plan they deserve!

Scan the QR code 
to learn more
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Eye Center for Animals 
Since 1996 

 

Comprehensive Animal Eye Care 
• NEW Exclusive Clinical Trials with Ambroxol eyedrop for ocular pain, dry eye and 

inflammation 
• Corneal Collagen Cross-Linking 

o Helps sterilize and stabilize melting ulcers. 
• Amniotic Membrane Transplantation  

o A leading facility for fresh-frozen amniotic membrane transplantation 
• A pioneer in Endolaser; 2nd in the world 20 years ago 

o A game-changer for glaucoma surgery without shunts or when shunts fail 
• Glaucoma Ahmed Shunt Surgery 
• Cataract procedures with our Whitestar Signature System. 

o Reduces surgery time & post-op inflammation. 
• Intraocular Lens Implantation for over 25 years 
• 12 & 24 MHz Ultrasound 
• Retinal Surgery with multiple laser options 
• Diamond Burr Debridement for persistent erosions 
• Radiofrequency Incision, Cautery, & Shielded Electroepilation 
• Generator & Battery back-up ensures no down-time during Intraocular Surgery 
• Conservative surgeon, Corneal Grafts only if necessary 

 
Paul da Costa, DVM, DACVO 

524 Moss Street 
New Orleans, LA 70119 

(504) 483-8704 
              www.eyecenterforanimals.com 
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Page 5

ABBY’S
Plan

Individual thinkers deserve individual business insurance.

Your veterinary practice is as individual as the animals you treat, so don’t settle for a one-size fits all 
business insurance plan. You deserve a plan custom designed to address your specific needs.

American National agents will build a plan tailored to you including specialty coverages that address the 
needs of vets, such as:

• Professional Liability
• Animal Bailee
• Mobile Equipment

 With a coordinated array of insurance 
coverage for business and family, we 
can service your insurance needs.

Visit an.insure/vet to  
contact an agent near you. 

American National is a group of companies writing 
a broad array of insurance products and services. 
Products and services may not be available in all 
states. Terms, conditions and eligibility requirements 
will apply. Property and casualty products and 
services may be underwritten in Louisiana by ANPAC 
Louisiana Insurance Company, Springfield, Missouri.

19-314914.V1.12.19
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